S el Jo¥1 suall Jt@j\ 2\_&9;» ' v
ol e RIYADH
NI VR S

Ulas

Laalys 1Y ¥E @lall QoIS 2psgaidl 2opall ASLall AoLazul

ua.‘xlu

1S Boagaadl duyall ASLel) A8Lazud Aol Agild 21,8 Alyll oia Jolils

Lagall ol e (0,85 S 2ol dl SIus¥l 058 (e B3l (a Y. T8 Wlall
dodl sles¥l culdlazl 2Lyt Apas, i)l Mty Agslall clol U1 (e Aoglaie
Wlazad @bl Ggslall Uyl edlmiwl J) duladl chugs (Lagall) auall 5,80
olmtdl (81 Lamgy oYL VY Zud @ulais @ Lpladll Ayl clianuly (gl
Sl 3yl Glasy (Adlatlly Zuelaza¥ly 2ahudl sslagl 3 asaed! Bl [t
aell Lalyull cezely Lagall by &l cbleaally olady)l Gsam dlasll
Joald e, 2l ylomtll slyand P o OyaL el Batus uletll sl
Dol ) ol Kad alsbad) dalatul of J) cualsy lle 2agall
i g e Lagall 58 oo by a0ll (ayal 3151 Y Aapall dlgull § o, adl

Aoy e iols (eSSl whlatadly Aedaiall (93adl Jlme @ GiglE SLaduw *
s UL Analmy sl aglally Gl 2 o ags 55l

Yovi.alllio
Leilly Ayl Aoy padedh (oo B3game Rudghne D13 ASyh (gl Aalgll &gy A5, Alalgy i
G AT Laipg sgand! Agpall Bl (sl Ande @ layde adyy (Skell Aeail carge
BT das 5y p98uin Jlo (el N+ - AVAVAVY (gylamill Joeull @83 Aewng cinfo@riyadhlawreview.org
gsa Jly (0, - )

Aol £ Al — (£l gLall Las) cargar pasyag (z9iall dgumsll pllas 339 sadde Jlall la
095 yadll 8alely cJaazlly cau9ally cpudlly mowd @lg «(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)
e Sy ¥l LI ) 3L byt o948

https://doi.org/10.65271/COEG2100 :(DOI) (8,1 ayall
BU-SIRrCNCIEPS P VA VAL RR-PENNURF I EREDS OO RVAR VAL WPV RFCCREPS P a VAR VAR 0 R
AV YV g ASTY


https://doi.org/10.65271/COEG2100

‘;SL‘IJ\ RIESN|} Jgi” suall] Q,JLE.U &Li)'" a.L'aA 2

Ukl 2l 3 o s el JU EA)., cale cald 3Ll ofy cJoadl Bolew
s Les ¥ By Zlems (bt 1ty libess liaaie (0 - 0 £14,4)
S gty Gy Tl sl uaeddly Auelyll Comsly ASLeald 3Latly Goll dadl e
Gsaml Hlas & Al gl Shals (Apball At G Balyly (sl
dpall ALl dapanud Joo Sus> S8 5,80l Abhaidl Sbspudl Aalgag
Adgad!

(Lagall) auall 8,83 Joudl slas¥l Y. ¥E @Jlall WS deball ol
Ayhaall At sAa bl clay, AT ¢ LudY) Bads tAual, il AsLatu



3 Yore @lladl GolSd Quagacdl 3ppall ASLall ALazil [2026
ARTICLE

SAUDI ARABIA’S HOSTING OF THE 2034 FIFA WORLD CUP: A
COMPARATIVE LEGAL STUDY
Abdullah Al-Hussain

Abstract:

This study presents a preliminary legal reading of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia’s hosting of the 2034 FIFA World Cup, proceeding from the
premise that mega sporting events impose upon the host state a set of
legal obligations and legislative amendments required to satisfy the
requirements of the Fédération Internationale de Football Association
(FIFA). The study aims to clarify the legal framework governing the
hosting of the tournament, to examine the Qatari experience in
organizing the 2022 edition as the closest precedent to the Saudi context
in its religious, social and cultural dimensions, and to identify the
principal challenges relating to human rights and the governmental
guarantees required by FIFA. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
method supported by a comparative approach drawing on the legislative
experiences of previous host states. It concludes that hosting the
tournament constitutes a catalyst for accelerating legislative reform in
the host state rather than a tool for the imposition of legislation by FIFA
in a manner that infringes upon state sovereignty, and that the Kingdom
submitted a bid that received the highest technical evaluation in the
tournament's history (419.8 out of 500), incorporating guarantees and
measures relating to the protection of human rights consistent with the
religious and cultural dimensions of the Kingdom. The study
recommends early legislative and legal preparation for the tournament,
drawing upon the Qatari experience, and highlighting national efforts to
protect rights and to counter stereotypical narratives that recur in every
international event hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Keywords: 2034 FIFA World Cup; FIFA; sports hosting, human rights;
sports legislation, the Qatari experience.
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The World Cup was an opportunity to showcase the local culture, and ") s a )L s
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